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editor’s

Ready for Spring Break, SV 
readers? Yeah, so are we. And so are 44 
philanthropic SU students who will be 
heading down to D.C. to volunteer in 
the city’s less affluent areas. Read more 
about the trip and its mission in this 
issue’s opinions story on page 15.

 There’s no need to travel all the 
way to D.C. for some political action 
when Syracuse has a handful of 
controversy going down right here on 
campus. Karl Rove’s visit last month 
sparked protests by the College 
Democrats. The organization’s 
president, Amy Snider, talks about 
the College Democrats’ protest 

against the former deputy chief of staff’s visit on page 4. 
She probably wouldn’t approve of how I signed up for the College Democrats at Juice 

Jam last semester just to get a free “Obama 2012” campaign poster, so I’m glad Rove created a stir to offset the 
College Dem’s anger.

 Here at SV we’re offended by the closing of Follett’s Orange Bookstore. I loved that they would always buy 
back the textbooks that I bought on Amazon because that was always cheaper than the SU Bookstore. And 
Follett’s was way less sketchy than selling your books to some truck on the side of Marshall Street. Nicole Fisher 
points out on page 9 how this will lead to a SU Bookstore textbook monopoly. Good thing I didn’t buy any 
textbooks this semester that I’ll have to return…

 Our lack of books may make studying for midterms a bit of a challenge, but that’s all part of the fun, right?
 
Cheers,
Dana Rose and Diana

VOICE

Dana Rose and Diana, Entertainm
ent 



@OMGFacts

“Silly string is used in the US and British Armies. It’s sticky enough to latch onto wires without weighing too much and setting off traps.”

Tweet of the Week
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8th Annual Bookstore Buzz Event: 
Knitting 101
3/5 12 p.m.
Susan Miller, owner of the Yarn Cupboard, 
will be in the SU bookstore to help knitters 
brush up on skills and learn new tricks.

University Lecture Series: Jonathan 
Franzen
3/6  7:30 p.m.
Best-selling author Jonathan Franzen will 
present “On Autobiography and Fiction 
Writing: An Evening with Jonathan Franzen.” 
George Saunders will host the event in 
Hendricks Chapel.

Raymond Carver Reading Series
3/7 5:30 p.m.
Christopher Boucher, author of How to Keep 
Your Volkswagen Alive, will be the guest speaker 
in HBC’s Gifford Auditorium. The book is a 
“how to fix your car” for dummies and is 
in its 19th edition. A question-and-answer 
session will follow the reading.

Sustainability Club 
3/8 6:30 p.m.
Bring ideas for making SU more sustainable 
to our general interest meeting in 205 Hall 
of Languages.

VS Insider

1. Southern-fried Stank
Your roommate brings back greasy food in 
a to-go container from the dining hall every 
day. The room has started to smell like 
chicken and fries and there’s nothing you 
can do about it.

2. Bieber Fever                          
Your roommate has Bieber Fever and 
blasts J-Biebs incessantly. You try to do 
your homework in the lounge, but the 
obnoxiously repetitive lyrics are still stuck in 
your head.

3. Chatty Cathy
When you’re trying to study, it’s common 
courtesy for your roommate to not be 
on the phone, right? Apparently she didn’t 
get the memo. She’s blabbing on and on to 
her boyfriend about how much she loves 
him and can’t wait to see him while you’re 
unsuccessfully trying to understand the 
importance of the Six Day War.  

4. Not the Sharpest 
Tool in the Shed                              
You and your roommate get along fine, but 
she’s just not motivated. She doesn’t try and 

sleeps through class. Every day you have to 
help her for hours with basic concepts. You 
would say no, but then you’d feel like a jerk.

5. A Hot Mess
You didn’t know someone could possibly be 
that messy until you met your roommate. 
Her floor is like a dumpster and she’s always 
complaining about losing stuff. Gee, I can’t 
imagine why...

6. Holy Smokes
Smoking isn’t exactly up your alley, but your 
roommate smokes every day. She used to 
smoke in the room until you told her to 
stop. Now she takes it outside, yet the room 
still smells atrocious whenever she’s around.

7. Who Let the Dogs Out?
You’ve tidied up your room and are 
prepared to meet your roommate’s parents 
for the first time. When they arrive, a dog 
bursts through the door and jumps on you. 
There’s only one problem: you’re allergic to 
dogs. You sneeze your head off for the rest 
of the weekend.

8. Sexy Time
One night you wake up at 3 a.m. and 
hear your roommate engaging in various 
activities with a manfriend on the opposite 
side of the split double. You have to use the 
bathroom but you don’t want them to know 
you’re awake. So you have to sit and wait it 
out, but you can’t go back to sleep because 
you have to pee. You have no choice but to 
lie back and witness the show.    

9. Meany Poo 
For whatever reason, your roommate wakes 
up on the wrong side of the bed every 
day. She uses your hairbrush, steals your 
computer charger, and eats the cookies 
your mom sent you. 

10. Georgetown Clown
Your roommate is a Georgetown fan. She’s 
probably the only person on campus that 
roots for the Hoyas, and you can’t begin 
to imagine why she came to Syracuse. It’s 
halfway through spring semester, and your 
roommate still sucks.

TOP TEN
WORST ROOMMATE SCENARIOS

words Trevor Hass



Things heated up when prominent public speaker Karl Rove made his appearance on 
campus. Amy Snider, president of the Syracuse University College Democrats, jumped 
at the opportunity to discuss the controversy surrounding SU’s College Republicans and 
their event with Karl Rove. She also commented on the success of her counter-event, a 
protest against corporate influence in politics.

KARL
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words Kyra Murphy



A few weeks ago, the College Republicans at SU brought Karl 
Rove to campus for a public question-and-answer session. 
When you first heard this, how did you react?

I first heard about it through Student Association, and my first thought 
was, “Why are we paying him so much money?” We, as the College 
Democrats, were obviously excited that he was coming; he’s a very 
well known figure in American politics. However, as a former Student 
Association member, it was clear $20,000 was a lot of money to be 
spending on just one speaker or just one event.

The College Democrats held a demonstration to protest 
the event right before it began. On what grounds were 
the demonstrations being held?  What views were being 
protested?

We weren’t protesting his presence on campus, or the College 
Republicans as an organization. We respect their right to bring any 
speaker to campus, even a controversial one. Our primary goal was to 
raise awareness about money in politics, specifically the money being 
donated by corporations to campaigns and the Citizens United Supreme 
Court case. A direct result of the case has been the creation of super 
PACs, political action committees which allow political campaigns to 
take undisclosed amounts of money from undisclosed corporations. 
Rove is clearly involved in these super PACs.

If you could ask Karl Rove any question, what would you ask 
and why?

A specific portion of his career that interests me is his role of advisor to 
President George W. Bush. After digging a little deeper into that aspect 
of his career, I would probably ask about the United States’ engagement 
in Iraq and the sanctioning of torture during his time as advisor and 
chief of staff to the former president.

If the College Democrats could have any public figure they 
wanted to come speak openly at an event on campus, who 
would it be and why?

We actually have two ideal speakers, if we were to have unlimited 
amounts of money. The first would be Michael Moore — we’ve all 
seen Fahrenheit 911 and Bowling for Columbine. He is a hysterical and 
controversial figure. We know he’d bring out a good crowd. The second 
speaker would have to be Bill Maher. We tend to go comedy; it’s just the 
character of our group. Maher is also controversial and would definitely 
attract attention from a lot of students around campus. Both of these 
speakers would draw in a great audience from SU students and the 
Syracuse community. 

 What was Rove’s most prominent talking point during   
the event? How would the College Democrats respond to  
 this issue?

Mr. Rove focused on the economy quite a bit. He continuously 
blamed President Obama for the recession. The reaction of most 
members of the College Democrats, and an editorial in The Daily 
Orange, was simply to regard all Mr. Rove’s comments as him 
failing to take responsibility for his knowing part in the onset of 
the recession.

 Who would the College Democrats choose to debate Karl Rove?

Most likely Paul Krugman. Mr. Rove mentioned his dislike for Mr. 
Krugman and his conclusions about the economy and the Republican 
Party. I personally think Mr. Krugman would be the best match against 
Mr. Rove, as he too could throw about easily manipulated statistics to 
back up his arguments. 

During the discussion, did Rove avoid any topics? If so, why do 
you think he chose to skip around?

Mr. Rove circumvented answering any and all questions related to 
super PACs. He provided answers, but the answers were not answers 
to the questions posed. An editorial in The Daily Orange observed this 
as well. The journalist posed a question related to minor candidates in 
the presidential race, such as Buddy Roemer, and their refusal to use a 
super PAC. Mr. Rove outright did not answer the question and instead 
discussed major candidates and their super PACs. I feel that Mr. Rove 
was avoiding what he knows to be a controversial topic in America. 
The “Occupy” movement, in addition to the Citizens United Supreme 
Court decision, has reminded Americans of the amount of influence 
corporations and the wealthy have in our political system. It is not a 
pleasant thought.

Did you consider the Karl Rove event to be successful? Was his 
point made?

I do not believe it was successful. The auditorium was quite empty. 
In fact, I think almost a fifth as many people attended the corporate 
influence in politics demonstration as did the Rove event. And we 
didn’t advertise about the demonstration. I also do not think it was 
successful because many liberals walked away disappointed. If we had 
walked away feeling like we had learned something new, it could have 
been a success. Unfortunately, Mr. Rove did not supply anything new.

“ 
”

Q&A03.05.12 SV
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If we had walked away feeling like we had learned 
something new, it could have been a success. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Rove did not supply anything new.
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Follett’s closes as students take their textbook business away 
from brick-and-mortar stores.

words Nicole Fisher
art Alvin De Leon



“

”

lank shelves, discount signs, and 
lingering merchandise hoping to be 
bought is all that remained in Follett’s 

Orange Bookstore just a week ago. A place that 
once was the hub of Marshall Square Mall, 
Follett’s has transformed into a ghost town.

With Follett’s closing in Marshall Square 
Mall, Syracuse University’s campus will be left 
with only one brick-and-mortar bookstore. 
But with advances in technology and soaring 
textbook prices, some students have begun 
to consider other options for their course 
materials.

Follett’s Orange Store is one of 900 Follett’s 
franchise locations in the U.S. and Canada. 
The store in Syracuse has been in business 
since November 1988. Follett’s closed Feb. 24, 
primarily due to financial 
reasons, says Follett’s 
spokeswoman, Haleigh 
Morgan, a public relations 
and campus relations 
specialist. It’s difficult to 
attribute its closing to one 
factor, she adds. 

“The simplest reasoning 
is that it was no longer 
economically feasible,” 
Morgan says. Now, SU 
students may need to find another way to 
obtain textbooks while trying to save money, 
she says.

Students who already rented textbooks 
from Follett’s this semester can return their 
textbooks in May to the Upstate Medical 
School Bookstore on Elizabeth Blackwell 
Street. This bookstore is serviced by the Follett’s 
company. Students can order books to it from 
the franchise’s website.

Many people were shocked to hear Follett’s 
was closing, including SU Bookstore book 
division manager Kathleen Bradley. 

“I heard it from a sales rep and did not 
believe it at first,” says Bradley, a former SU 

student. “I remember the guy who ran the store 
when I was a student. His name was Bob, but 
everyone called him ‘Bandit Bob.’ He was such 
a nice guy, and Follett’s was a mom-and-pop 
shop that completed the campus.”

Natasha Olejar, a sophomore majoring in 
retail management, never bought a book from 
Follett’s but believes the lack of bookstore 
competition on campus will create a monopoly, 
since anyone who needs to purchase a textbook 
that is unavailable online will have to resort to 
the SU Bookstore. 

“Sales in the SU bookstore are going to 
increase like wildfire,” Olejar says. 

While Olejar highlights the potential 
lack of competition on campus, Bradley 
disagrees. “There is still other competition, like 

online stores,” she says. “We will always have 
competition.”

Students are looking for affordable, 
accessible options—and sometimes online 
stores offer the best deals. 

“Online competition has become fierce 
with the addition of multiple larger online 
textbook distributors over the past decade,” 
Morgan says. “We recognize the importance of 
maximizing accessibility so students have 24/7 
access to affordable options like used textbooks 
or to online products like Follett’s Rent-A-Text 
or CafeScribe.” Follett’s franchise online store, 
efollett.com, is currently ranked 58th out of the 
top 500 Internet retailers. However, this doesn’t 
help students at SU, as the site doesn’t service 
the university.

Online venues such as efollett.com — the 
most visited collegiate textbook site, according 
to Morgan — and websites such as Amazon 
and Chegg are gaining popularity in the 
textbook industry. Chegg, represented on 
7,000 campuses, generated revenues of $200 
million in 2011, according to a Jan. 25, 2012 
article on Forbes.com. The textbook industry’s 
prices, which have been rising twice the rate 
of inflation over the last 20 years, strip college 
students of about $1,213 each year.

To save money, Olejar tries to buy most of 

her books online from Chegg. She saved over 
$300 this semester by using Chegg. The only 
time she doesn’t use it is when the books are 
unavailable online. Specifically, for SU course 
readers, she goes to the bookstore.

Students are often averse to purchasing 
textbooks because of the high prices. The cost 
of textbooks sometimes even pressures students 
to reconsider taking certain classes.

“I think it is ridiculously overpriced, and 
teachers should take more consideration into 
the price of textbooks when choosing which 
textbook will be mandated for their class,” 
Olejar says. “Paying for textbooks makes 
you resent a class, especially if it is a $150 
textbook.”

Textbook retailers try to accommodate 

student needs. Bradley, who is in charge of 
buying all the textbooks for the university, 
emphasizes that the SU bookstore does not buy 
books unless they will be used. “I am dealing 
with university money, and I do not want to be 
held accountable for wasting it,” Bradley says. 
“Nor do I want students to spend more than 
need be on books.”

Bradley wants to remind students to 
consider used book and renting options, 
because these are the thriftiest approaches. 
At the end of the semester, students are 
encouraged to sell back their textbooks and save 
even more, Bradley adds.

Bradley also stresses the need for professors 
to report the textbooks they want for courses 
as soon as possible. If the bookstore knows the 
textbook wanted for the next semester is the 
same, they will buy back more books. This saves 
students more money, Bradley says.

While the bulk of demand continues to 
be for print textbooks — bought or rented 
— digital textbooks are quickly becoming a 
popular option as well, Morgan says. After 
using a digital textbook, two-thirds of students 
prefer the option to print, she adds. 

Even for e-reader retailers, the competition 
is tough because many major vendors have 
established themselves in the industry. 

B

I remember the guy who ran the store when I was a 
student. His name was Bob, but everyone called him 
‘Bandit Bob.’ He was such a nice guy, and Follett’s was 
a mom-and-pop shop that completed the campus.

-Kathleen Bradley, former SU student & book division manager
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“We considered the market but 
decided not to enter it because of 
Barnes and Noble’s stronghold,” 
says Candice Fink, a worldwide 
e-reader director for Sony 
Electronics. 

Still, for students, it is all about 
saving money. Olejar uses a digital 
textbook for her retail class this 
semester. 

“I’d prefer to have a textbook 
I can hold,” Olejar says. But, as 
it has with an increasing number 
of college students, the savings 
available for digital textbooks won her 
over. 

Even with increased online sales and 

technological advances, some believe brick-
and-mortar stores are not obsolete just yet — 
students still appreciate their service value.

“These bookstores share relationships with 
your faculty, offer face-to-face help from an 
expert when needed, and can accommodate for 
common add/drop class scenarios,” Morgan 
says. Also, the SU Bookstore is an easy walk for 
students living on campus, Bradley adds. 

Selling hard copies of textbooks will get 
tougher down the road with cheaper and more 
convenient electronic versions of the textbooks, 
Bradley says. She’s seen electronic options gain 
popularity among students.

“Many students do not like e-readers, but 
they seem to be coming around,” Bradley says. 
“I think younger students will have an easier 
time with them and be more comfortable with 
the technology.”

“

”

Sales in the SU 
bookstore are 
going to increase 
like wildfire.

-Natasha Olejar, sophmore retail management major
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$154.25

$75

$93.95

$159.60

SU Bookstore

Comparing prices to buy a new copy of Campbell Biology 9th edition, required 
textbook for BIO 121 and BIO 123 (General Bio I and General Bio II, respectively)



On Dec. 6, 1989, Marc Lépine gunned 
down 14 women at a college in Montreal in 
an incident that would become known as the 
“École Polytechnique massacre.” According to 
the coroner’s report, Lépine wrote in his suicide 
note that women were the “enemy, the bad 
thing to be destroyed.”

Two years later, male activists in Montreal 
created the White Ribbon Campaign to inspire 
men to take an active role in the cause of 
ending violence against women.

“They put themselves next to women on the 
college campus, saying, ‘Hey, that’s not how we 
are. That’s not what we believe in. We believe 
in equality, and treating women fairly,’” says 
Rev. Chauncey Brown, the director of the men’s 
outreach program at Vera House, a Syracuse-
based organization whose mission involves 
putting an end to domestic and sexual violence.

For the 18th consecutive year, Vera 

House will participate in the White Ribbon 
Campaign, selling white ribbons, pins, and 
wristbands in the Central New York area. As 
it has in past years, Vera House is working 
with Syracuse University to raise awareness 
on campus about the campaign and the issues 
it represents, says Jill Ouikahilo, director of 
communications for the Division of Student 
Affairs at SU.

The ribbons and wristbands cost $1, while 
the pins cost $5. Although the White Ribbon 
Campaign technically starts March 23 at SU 
and in the surrounding area, the items have 
been on sale around campus since the start 
of February. Ouikahilo says this gives the 
campaign more time and visibility on campus. 
The campaign will run until April 1.

Vera House sold 9,000 wristbands last year 
and looks to sell 10,000 this year, Brown says, 
adding that they’re hoping to raise more than 
the $70,000 they did last year.

The unique aspect of this campaign is that it 
is still largely run by men. The men’s outreach 
program under Rev. Brown runs the campaign 
at Vera House. Brown says he originally became 
involved with Vera House through his position 
as a reverend, but then stayed with it because 

he understood the importance of men getting 
involved in the struggle against domestic and 
sexual abuse. One of the points he stresses most 
is the need for men to “take ownership” of the 
issue — men need to realize it’s something only 
they can stop.

“If women could have stopped it, they’d 
have stopped it a long time ago,” Brown says. 
“It’s going to take men challenging other men 
about their beliefs in masculinity.”

Brown sees traditional perceptions of 
masculinity as part of the issue. He says boys 
are raised with the idea they can’t be a “wimp,” 
they have to be “manly” — tough, rugged, with 
a stiff upper lip. But forcing someone into this 
box doesn’t benefit anyone, Brown adds, and it 
can have disastrously negative effects.

“It’s not about how strong you are. It’s not 
about how big, how fast, or how muscular 
you are,” Brown says. “Boys don’t ever get the 
permission to say they’re hurt, they’re scared.”

He says this confinement makes these 
feelings build up. When it collides with 
the traditional idea for men that violence is 
acceptable, aggression spills over to people 
nearby, he says.

Local men come together in 
defense of gender equality and 
against violence in the White 
Ribbon Campaign. words Sean Cotter

art Amabel Caba

Don’t
ExcuseAbuse
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Seth Finkelstein, a senior mechanical 
engineering major, is the former co-president 
of A Men’s Issue, an organization Brown has 
worked with at SU. AMI’s goals overlap in 
many areas with Brown’s and those of the men’s 
outreach program at Vera House.

“[AMI’s] mission statement is basically to 
work towards an environment that is free of 
pretty much any kind of violence,” Finkelstein 
says. “This means sexual violence, gender 
violence, personal violence.”

Since men perpetrate this violence the vast 
majority of the time, it’s going to take men 

discussing these issues and working them out 
to make a positive change, he says. Finkelstein 
adds that men’s critiques of these kinds of 
violence are lacking because men often don’t 
feel comfortable talking about the subject. He 
echoes Brown, saying men have been raised to 
classify this dialogue as “weak.”

Brown says he’s seen steps forward in this 
area with the men he’s worked with. He thinks 
men are beginning to discuss topics they’ve 
never discussed before. He says some men come 
to the Vera House programs because they’re 
mandated to or because they believe it’s right. 

Others do it out of concern for their 
daughters, and the desire that no 
man hurt them.

For March 23, the first official 
day of the White Ribbon Campaign, 
Rev. Brown and Vera House worked 
with the Panhellenic Council at SU 
to coordinate an event called “Walk 
a Mile in Her Shoes.” Held annually, 
this event is a “friendly competition” 
among the fraternities to see who can 
get the most members to walk a mile 
in high heels. This literally puts men 
in women’s shoes, but the goal is for 
men to figuratively put themselves 
in women’s shoes, too, Brown says. 
There are so many situations, he says, 
when a man would benefit from 
being able to see through a woman’s 
eyes.

“As men, we go to a party and 
don’t think twice about: ‘What do I 
need to do to keep somebody from 
sexually assaulting me?’” Brown says.

A highly visible event like this 
one is perfect for raising awareness 
for the campaign, Finkelstein says.

“People will see — oh, there’s a 
bunch of men walking in high heels, 
what’s that about?” he says.

People have an exaggerated view 
of feminism, says Finkelstein. Many 
think it means women are trying to 
become more powerful than men in 
society. But that’s not what the real 
definition of feminism is, he says — 
feminism is simply equality between 
men and women.

“By definition I would identify 
myself as a feminist,” Finkelstein 
says. “I say that, and some people are 
kind of like, ‘what?’”

A man’s role in feminism is to be 
an activist raising awareness for the 
issue, and also to provide support 
for people who have been victims of 
sexual and domestic violence, he says.

Both Finkelstein and Brown say the goal is 
for people to be more accepting — more just 
— to each other. They say in these situations, 
violence like that of the École Polytechnique 
massacre is never the answer.

“Your strength is not found in demeaning 
or oppressing anyone else,” Brown says. “Your 
strength is really found in learning how to 
support others, and to love yourself and love 
others for what they are.”
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Jon Wigfall’s numbers just keep going up.
Wigfall, a rapper who goes by Jonre Quest, 

posted his first music video to YouTube Feb. 7, 
and it’s now closing in on 30,000 views.

The freshman broadcast and digital 
journalism major at SU started his rapping 
career in New Jersey less than three years ago. 
He always had a knack for singing and writing 
poems, but he didn’t decide until recently 
to pursue his interest in music and establish 
himself as a rap artist. Wigfall has worked to 
accomplish his goals over the past three years. 
All his achievements stem from the problems he 
has overcome.

“Summer 2009 was a pretty dark time. I 
had one of my best friends pass away, I had 
stuff happening with my family, and I had 
gotten into other junk,” Wigfall says. “That was 
when I started writing poetry, which ultimately 
got me into rapping.”

Wigfall started using his talents as a way 
to express his emotions, but began to realize 
rapping and writing were more than just 
hobbies — they were talents. Wigfall decided 
he wanted to record his music, but he didn’t 
have enough money or a studio. However, he 
used the resources he had to create his music 
and pursue his dreams.

“I used a video camera to record my vocals, 
and edited my music using software on my 
desktop at home. I made the best of what I 
had,” Wigfall says.

Early in Wigfall’s career, he came up against 
one particular obstacle most new musicians face. 

“No one took me seriously at first,” he says. 
“I was that kid in honors classes. Not one who 
you’d expect could rap.” 

Despite these obstacles, Wigfall kept writing 
and rapping. As he began to produce more 
songs, he quickly became more recognized at 
his high school. He broke free of his “amateur” 
status and ultimately got the chance to rap at 
small shows across New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  

“My friends who came to see me perform 
would say my performances weren’t just hip 
hop. They said I was always doing something 
nobody else was doing. The fact that I was 
doing such unique songs made me different,” 
Wigfall says. 

The encouragement and positive feedback 
he received from these performances 
contributed to the release of Wigfall’s first 
major mixtape: Revenge of the Cartoon.

The tape is inspired by some of his favorite 
artists, including Lupe Fiasco and Kid Cudi, 
but Wigfall adds his own style and flavor. But 
there is more to the album than contemporary 
music: it represents Wigfall’s youth. It reflects 
the strength, drive, and passion he developed 
in high school while pursuing his rapping 
career. The mixtape characterizes Wigfall; it was 
inspired by how he overcame his dark past and 
all his previous obstacles.

It also includes his song “Lights Off,” 
featured in his successful first music video. 

The video’s thousands of views “came as a 
huge shock to me. I was amazed and surprised,” 
Wigfall says.

He is only a freshman and still has a long way 
to go before achieving stardom, but he continues 
to be persistent and optimistic about his future 
rapping career. Since being at Syracuse, he has 

played an active role as a member of the Poetry 
Learning Community, which he says helps him 
work on his raps. He won “BBB’s Got Talent” 
last semester, and he participated in another 
talent show on March 1st. 

When performing at shows on campus, 
Wigfall is very interactive with the crowd. 
He’s a lively performer who brings out great 
reactions from the audience. 

People have grown to love seeing Wigfall 
perform and have begun to download his music 

online. Wigfall has gained a large fan base, 
especially from those who live in BBB with 
him. His roommate, Anthony Mormille, is his 
biggest supporter.

Mormille, a freshman studying film in 
the College of Visual and Performing Arts, 
produced Wigfall’s music video and continues 
to encourage his roommate to find his way into 
the music industry.

“I found myself calling him a genius often. 
His creativity and desire to produce great 
material made this video as popular as it is,” 
Wigfall says.

Wigfall’s goals are to keep performing 
at shows around campus and to move up to 
performing at popular venues off campus. He 
also plans to make his music more unique, rather 
than sampling other artists’ songs on his own 
tracks. Wigfall has a bright future ahead of him, 

but for now he’s just living in the moment. 
“Maybe one day I can get a music deal, but 

for now, I’m content with performing for my 
classmates,” Wigfall says. “I love writing and 
rapping, and I know that good things will come 
in their own time.”

words Charlotte Stockdale
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QuestJonreA freshman in Newhouse exceeds 28,000 
YouTube views on his first music video.

The Rise
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The sun beats down on the sandy beach. 
Some tanned people run past, chasing after 
a volleyball. A skinny girl sips her margarita. 
Elsewhere, the dreary sky looms overhead. A 
hunched man stumbles by, peering into empty 
trash barrels. A frail man sips something hidden 
in a brown bag.

Each spring, Syracuse University students 
are given the choice to opt out of a sunny trip 
to the Bahamas and instead dive headfirst 
into the homeless and hungry communities 
of Washington, D.C. Through the Alternative 
Spring Break program, students travel to the 
nation’s capital to help its homeless community 
by supplying them with food, comfort, and 
a pure sense of optimism. Being a naturally 
optimistic person, I decided I wanted to give 
up a week of my time to benefit others, so I 
jumped on the bandwagon.

Forty-four Syracuse students board a 
bus at the start of spring break and head 
down to D.C. They spend the first two days 
exploring the city and taking cliché monument 
photographs, but dedicate the rest of the week 
to others. They stay in a hostel at the city’s 
center, using the metro system to travel to and 
from each site. There are two kinds of volunteer 
work: active and passive. Students put both 
into play during their time in D.C. When 
they go to food shelters and physically scoop 
food and hand it to people, it’s active work. 
Passive work is when they do more “behind-
the-scenes” work, not directly interacting with 
the homeless. An example is cleaning out an 
area during the day where people will be able to 
sleep at night.

I would assume a good amount of SU’s 
population did not struggle its way into this 
university. Our college tuition likely wasn’t 
handed to us, but we just may not realize how 
hard it is for some people to wake up in the 
morning knowing they have to scrounge for a 
meal or find a place to sleep at night. We are 
not blind to this idea of poverty, but Syracuse 
is generally a wealthy campus where we do not 
see this kind of struggle very often.

I don’t come from a rich family, but I 
recognize that, growing up, I lived comfortably. 

I think seeing how some 
people live off nothing, 
as well as watching the 
struggle of some families 
and individuals, will help 
me better appreciate my 
own opportunities. If 
I could bring even the 
smallest amount of cheer 
to a person’s life, my week 
would be worth it. In high 
school, I related the term 
“community service” to 
the feeling of having a 
burden on my shoulders, 
but now I look at it more 
positively. The Alternative 
Spring Break program is 
an amazing chance to give 
back to a community, even 
if it is not Syracuse’s own 
community.

Not too many people 
know about this program, 
but many who do and 
don’t participate just gawk 
at the idea. I say, give up 
the sun for a week — 
you can survive a little 
longer with pale skin. My friends mock me 
for “wasting my vacation,” but they are only 
putting my vacation down to avoid a pang of 
guilt for flying somewhere tropical. Sure, I will 
eventually be jealous of their pictures with fun-
colored drinks and of their stories of scandalous 
hook-ups, but the experience I will gain could 
change my outlook on life. And who knows, 
the love of my life could be holding the ladle 
next to me in the food line.

After attending my first meeting with 
the Alternative Spring Break Program, my 
anticipation to go to D.C. grew. There is a 
good mix of people, with some who have done 
this trip before and newbies like me who have 
no idea what to expect. The veterans spoke 
so highly of the people they had helped, and 
smiled widely explaining the bliss they felt 
during the process. Aside from the work we will 

be doing, a serious plus is our all-access metro 
pass, which gives us the privilege to explore the 
historical city as much as we want. I can finally 
stand at the foot of a giant Abe Lincoln and see 
the White House in person rather than just in 
the movies.

I used to spend my spring breaks running 
around Disney World or glued to my couch. 
Now, however, I see that as time wasted. Taking 
time to relax and unwind is important, but 
doing this program outweighs potential lazy 
days with friends. I know I will have just as 
many stories as my friends, plus the benefit of 
having improved a few lives.

Why let your hair down when you can grab a hairnet?

words Molly Pomroy
art Amabel Caba

Trading
for SunSlumsthe



essay03.05.12 SV

Shameless Self-Promotion

Hello, my name is Jillian, and I’m 
dependent on Adderall.

I took Adderall long before it was 
trendy. I didn’t know in third grade that the 
medicine my mother gave me every morning 
would eventually be the “it” drug on college 
campuses. I guess I should have figured. I 
mean, it’s not like it’d be hard to sell. I can 
hear the sales pitch now: Left your paper 
‘til the last minute? Never fear! Just pop an 
Adderall and have it ready by morning!

I was nine years old the first time my 
parents gave me the blue, saucer-shaped pill 
to swallow before school. That day, I didn’t 
talk or pass notes during silent reading, and 
I remembered to raise my hand each time I 
wanted to make a comment in class. Or, at 
least, that’s what I overheard Mr. G. telling 
my mom when she came to pick me up.

One day in fourth grade, I was 
particularly giggly during class. Mrs. Reubens 
pulled me aside and asked if I had taken my 
medicine that day. I reluctantly owned up 
to having forgotten. She smiled and said, 
“See how I can tell?” But no, I didn’t see how 
she could tell. I just knew that she could. It 
seemed my brain worked the wrong way. I 
was the product of faulty manufacturing.

Adderall has not prevented academic 
struggles over the last 12 years. Rather, 
it has left me thinking, “Well shit, if I’m 
functioning this poorly on the drug, I 
certainly couldn’t handle being off it.”

Something strange happened when I 
entered college. I found that many of my 
peers were taking Adderall too — most of 
them without a prescription. It seemed to 
me they didn’t need it. I was preachy and 
self-righteous around them since I didn’t have 
a choice about starting the medication, and I 
would get off it if I felt I were capable. That’s 
when it hit me. My peers didn’t feel they were 
capable of functioning in school without the 
drug, either.

People who actually have Attention 
Deficit Disorder — though some question 
the validity of the diagnosis — tend to 

have lower levels of the neurotransmitter 
dopamine. In addition to regulating focus, 
dopamine affects motivation and reward. Say 
I study diligently for an exam and get an A. 
Dopamine should tell me what a great job I 
did. The next time I have a test, dopamine 
should remind me about that great job. That 
prompt should, in turn, remind me to study. 
Thus, people with lower levels of dopamine 
struggle with delayed gratification. Despite 
this impairment, many ADD-ers can train 
themselves to consistently make responsible 
decisions. I think of these individuals the way 
I think of vegetarians: I admire and respect 
them, but I’m not one of them.

Amphetamines such as Adderall 
stimulate dopamine production. They’ll 
make you fast, focused, efficient, maybe 
even euphoric. Then maybe vigilant, jittery, 
anxious, angry, and paranoid. (That’s 
probably why excessive dopamine has been 
found in schizophrenic brains.)

Dopamine also leads to addiction. 
Hence, Adderall’s 
habit-forming nature. 
I depend on Adderall 
to function, and a day 
without it is a day of 
miserable stagnation. 
This is probably because, 
although Adderall 
creates a short-term 
dopamine surge, it 
ultimately depletes 
levels of the essential 
neurotransmitter.

I spent many years 
thinking there was 
something wrong with 
me. But now, I wonder 
what kind of system 
makes us feel so bogged 
down and overwhelmed 
that many of us feel 
pressured to take a 
potentially harmful drug 
in order to navigate 

it. The irony is, the more sleep-deprived 
we become and the more chemicals we use 
to combat the sleep deprivation, the more 
difficult it is to regain perspective.

Technically, someone has an illness or 
disability when the way his brain or body 
works precludes him from operating at a 
fully functional level in mainstream society 
without the aid of some sort of treatment. If 
students rely on a medicinal aid to function 
within the education system, can we really 
assume there’s something wrong with them? 
If the system is not conducive to the way the 
majority of brains are functioning, isn’t it 
time for us to reevaluate that system instead 
of letting students self-destruct?

words Jillian Markowitz

Adderall:Adversary?
One student explores the issue of Adderall dependence and questions 
the forces behind the drug’s rise in popularity.


